
octobelr 11, 1956 

Dear Luca: 

Looking over q correspondence, I was erhocked to see I have tmen 
sitting for two months on your m8. on transduotion. I am eorry to have 
been so preoooupied, but even such pleasant occasion8 as visits from 
Latarjet and @ni ara mmong the reasons. 

I find that I don’ t really have very much aonstruc tive to add to 
your anal&s, that any other models of interchange of fra&wnt with 
ohranosome simply don‘t lend themselves to realistic simplifioatlon. 
I would reaommsal that you go ahead with your present version, but 
if you can afford to wait 80s~ whils longer, I will have sums sugge8 tions 
about making the argummt clearer to the uasl reader of American Naturalist. 
(Which would intlude myself 1) If agreeable to you, I would like to send in 
myti8yl; for craloulating the sequeneea (i.e. what was in M3B) as a aompanion 

. 

Unfortamately, I have been obligated since 1953 to write an article on 
recombination genetics for Bacteriological Reviewa, and a8 a personal obli- 
gation to Perry Wilson I have to do that this fall. This was supposed to 
have bsen my Eli Lilly hard leoture1 but it will be of somewhat broader 
scQpe. I hope I may refer to your mathematioal .model. In many way8 thi8 i8 
an unfortunate t&m for a review, in view of the uncertain immediate develop- 
ment from Jacob’s experimnt, but at leaat it :tiy be possible to lay down 
some perspective. 

The remaining questions (which we must both feel guilty about) la our book. 
f am really waiting for you to contr&ute one single chapter in cuff iciently 
finished form to go aheetl with. If it happens we are really never going to 
do this, we should deGide that soon, and relieve Freeman and oureelves of 
the protracted embarrassment. If wa are going to write, we should get busy. 
One trouble is, of courc98, tb vast zpe of the topics, but thi8 is why 2 
autthprs are a help, and I think it ia liy)re important to get even somb inadequate 
ahapters writte.n, and then polished ups than to remain terrified at the task. 

Ho very spectacular developaPents here; I am spending a fair amount of time 
myself on L-forms of E. coli K-l2 strains, which we have more or less succeeded 
in propagating. $0 far, no indioatfon of any new mechaniama, e.g., in attempti 
at P’- x F- cro8888 in the L-form stage, or at dna-transductions. 

Estbw and I are hoping we can see you at the Ciba meeti& but have still 
not worked out tie financea. Our plabe for Australia are fairly definitet 
we will leave the US for Melbourne and stay there about June 1 - Sept. 1, 
and are hopeful of returning via Milan to spend a week to ten days with 
you, if this is possible, about Sept. 10-20. 

How are the little one(s) coming? Yra . 
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